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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1854.

BIIiTII OF THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE UNITED STATES.

Having, on the last National Anniversary, (the
Fourth of July,) suggested that the Seventeenth of
September, being the anniversary of the next most

important event in American History, deserves also
to be observed as a National Festival, w deem it
not inappropriate atihja day to recur to the subject.

It was sixty-seven years yesterday, the 17th
of September, 1787, that the Constitution of the
United States was completed by the Convention of

Delegates appointed by the several States " to form a

' more perfect Union, establish justice, insure domes-
' tic tranquillity, provide for the common defence,
1 promoto the general welfare, and secure the bless-
' ings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity."
The Convention assembled at Philadelphia on

the 14th day of May, 1787, and concluded its la¬
bors on the 17th September, 1787, after a session
of four months and three days.
The Constitution was reported to the Congress

of the Confederation, on the day of its final adop¬
tion, by George Washington, President of the
Convention, in the following letter :

" In Contention, September 17, 1787.
44 Jlii ExctlUncy the President of Congress.
" Sir : We have now the honor to submit to the con¬

sideration of the United States, in Congress assembled,
that Constitution which has appeared to us the most ad¬
visable.

" The friends of oar country have long seen and de¬

sired that the power of making war, peace, and treaties,
that of levying money and regulating commerce, and the

correspondent executive and judicial authorities, should
be fully and effectually vested in the General Government
of the Union; but the impropriety of delegating such
extensive trust to one body of men is evident; hence re¬

sults the neoessity of a different organization.
" It is obviously impracticable in the Federal Govern¬

ment of these States to secure all rights of independent
sovereignty to each and yet provide for the interest and
safety of all. Individuals entering into society must give
up a share of liberty to preserve the rest. The magni¬
tude of the sacrifice must depend as well on situation
and circumstance as on the object to be obtained. It is
at all times difficult to draw with precision the line be¬
tween those rights which must be surrendered and those
which may be reserved ; and on tho present occasion this
difficulty was increased by a difference among the several
States as to their situation, extent, habits, and particular
interests.
" In all oar de)^*«*«ons on subject we kept stea¬

dily in our view that which appears to us the greatest
interest of every true American.the consolidation of
our Union,'in which is involved our prosperity, felicity,
safety, perhaps our national existence. This important
consideration, Btiriously and deeply impressed on our

minds, led each State in the Convention to be less rigid
on points of inferior magnitude than might have been
otherwise expected ; and thus the Constitution which we
now present is the result of a spirit of amity, and ef that
mutual deference and concession whioh the peculiarity of
our political situation rendered indispensable.
" That it will meet the full and entire approbation of

every Stale is not perhaps to be expected ; but each will
doubtless consider that, had her interest alone been con¬

sulted, the consequences might have been particularly
disagreeable or injurious to others; that it is liable to as

few exceptions as oould reasonably have been expected,
we hope and befreve; that it may promote the lasting
welfare ef that country so dear te us all, and secure her
freedom and happiness, is our most ardent wish.

" With great respect, we have the honor to be, sir,
yonr Excellency's most obedient and humble servants.

"By unanimous order of the Convention.
" GEORGE WASHINGTON, President"

' The Constitution was ratified by the Convention
of the several States, as follows :

By the Convention of the State of Delaware on

the 7th December, 1787 ; by Pennsylvania on the 12th
Decemben 1787; by New Jerpey on the 18th December,
1787; tjf Georgia on the 2d January, 1788 ; by Connec¬
ticut o* the 9th January, 1788 ; by Massachusetts on the
6th February, 1788; by Maryland on the 28th April,
178*; by South Carolina on the 28d May, 1788 ; by New
Hvmpshire on the 21st June, 1788; by Virginia on the
23th June, 1788 ; by New York on the 26th July, 1788;
by North Carolina on the 21st November, 1789; and by
Rhode Island on the 29th May, 1790.
The Articles in addition to and in amendment

(f the Constitution, proposed by Congress and sub¬
mitted to the Legislatures of the several States,
pursuant to the fifth article of the original Consti¬
tution, were ratified (the first ten) as follows :

"By New Jersey, 20th November, 1789; by Maryland,
19th December, 1789 ; by North Carolina, 22d Decem¬
ber, 1789; by South Carolina, 19th January, 1790; by
New Hampshire, 25th January, 1790 ; by Delaware, 28th
January, 1790; by Pennsylvania, 10th March, 1790; by
New York, 27th March, 1790; by Rhode Island, 15th
June, 1790; by Vermont, 3d November, 1791; by Virgi¬
nia, 15th December, 1791."

The eleventh amendment was proposed at the
first session of the Third Congress, March 5, 1794,
and was declared in a Message from the President
of the United States to both Houses of Congress,
dated January 8, 1798, to have been adopted by
the constitutional number of States.

The twelfth amendment was proposed at the first
session of the Eighth Congress, December 12th,
1803, and was adopted by the constitutional num¬

ber of Statos in 1804, according to a public notioe
thereof by the Secretary of State, dated 25th of
September of the same year.
The exoellent work of Mr. Hickey, embodying

all the facts connectcd with the adoption of the
Constitution, is worthy of frequent reference.

Virginia took the lead in tho active measures
whioh led to the accomplishment of this momen¬

tous object, by her resolutions of tho 21st Janua¬
ry, 1786, appointing Edmund Randolph, James
Madison, Walter Jones, St. Geo. Tucker, Meri¬
wether Smith, David Ross, Wm. Ronald, and

Geo. Mason as Commissioners, to meet such as

might be appointed by the other States of th6
Union. New York, however, had, as early as

July, 1782, moved in the matter, and clearly point¬
ed out the necessity for adopting the present form
of Government. New Jersey had also suggested
to other States the idea of " extending the powers
of their Deputies to other objects than those of
commcrco," and they seem to have acted upon it.
These facts prove (says the work referred to) that
the credit of producing the vital change in the
Government which gave being to our glorious Con¬
stitution does not belong to any particular State
or individual, but resulted from the wide-spread
conviction of the wise and honest men and true

patriots with whom the country was blessed at that
critical and eventful period in its annals.

Hardly inferior, then, in importance to the De¬
claration of Independence stands in history the
epoch of the Constitution of tho United States;
and henoo our suggestion that the day of its adop¬
tion, liko the Fourth of July, ought to be oelebrat-
ed as a National Anniversary; since, on that oc¬

casion, was brought about the consolidation of our

Union, in which, said the Father of his Country
most truly, is involved our prosperity, felicity, safo-
ty, and perhaps our national existence.
On the Gth of April, 1789, Geo. Washington

was publicly proclaimed to have been unanimously
elcctcd President of the United States, agree¬
ably to the Constitution; and on the ^Oth of tho
same month the President took the oath of office
and delivered his Inaugural Address. There arc

passages in that Address which cannot bo too often
or too earnestly impressed upon the minds and
hearts of the American people. Recurring to the
circumstances under which he had assumed the
high responsibility of the station, tho Presirent
said:

" It would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first
official act my fervent supplications to that Almighty
Being who rules over the universe, who presides in tha
councils of nations, and whose Providential aids can sup-
ply every human dofebt, that his benediction may conse¬
crate to the liberties and happiness of the People of the
United States a Government instituted by themselves for
these essential purposes, and may enable every instru¬
ment employed in its administration to execute with suc¬
cess the functions allotted to his charge. In tendering
this homage to the Great Author of every public and
private good, I assure myself that,it expresses your sen¬
timents not less than my own, nor those of my fellow-
citizens at large less than either. No people can be bound
to acknowledge and adoro the invisible hand which con¬
ducts the affairs of men moro than the people of the
United States. Every step by which they have advanced
to the character of an independent nation seems to have
been distinguished by some token of Providential agen¬
cy ; and, in the important revolution just accomplished in
the system of their united government, the tranquil de¬
liberations and voluntary consent of so many distinct
communities from which the event has resulted cannot
be compared with the means by which most Governments
have been established without some roturnof pious grati¬
tude, along with an humble anticipation of the future
blessings which the past seem to pteBage. These reflec¬
tions, arising out of the present crisis, have forced them¬
selves too strongly on my mind to be suppressed. You
will join with me, I trust, in thinking that there aro none
under the influenoe of which the proceedings of a new
and free Government can more auspiciously commence."

" It WTft bo nwtt wmitttat with oiroumstaaooe
and far more congenial with the feelings which actuate
me, to substitute, in ptaee of a recommendation ef parti¬
cular measures, the tribute tt»*t ifl due to the talents, the
rectitude, and the patriotism which adorn the characters
selected to devise and adopt them. In these honorable
qualifications I behold the surest pledges that, as on one
side no local prejudices or attachments, no separate
views nor party animosities will misdirect the compre¬
hensive and equal eye which ought to watch over this
great assemblage of communities and interests, so, on

another, that the foundations of our national policy will
be laid in the pure and immutable principles of private
morality, and the pre-eminence of free Government be
exemplified by all the attributes which can win the affec¬
tions of its citizens and command the respect of 'the
world. I dwell on this prospect with every satisfaction
which an ardent love for my country can inspire, since
there is no truth more thoroughly established than that
there exists iu the economy and course of Nature an in¬
dissoluble union between virtue and happiness, between
duty and advantage, between the genuine maxims of an

honest and magnanimous policy and the solid rewards of
publio prosperity and felicity ; since we ought to be no
less persuaded that the propitious smiles of Heaven can
never be expected on a nation th^t disregards the eternal
rules of order and right which Heaven itself has ordain¬
ed ; and since the preservation of the sacred fire of lib¬
erty and the destiny of the republican model of Govern¬
ment are justly considered as deeply, perhaps as finally,
staked on the experiment entrusted to the hands of the
American People."
The Hon. Joseph R. Chandler has addressed

to tho President of the " Whig Convention of the
Second Congressional district of Pennsylvania" thev
subjoined letter accepting his nomination for re¬

election to the scat in Congress which he has so

ably and honorably filled :

Philadelphia, Sept. 15, 1854.
Dear Sie: A committee has conveyed to me the intel¬

ligence that the Whig City Convention has nominate^ me
&8 a candidate for re-election to Congress in the second
district. Such an expression of confidence on the part
of the Convention denotes an approval of the course
which I have pursued in the counoils of the nation; and
in accepting the honor thus proffered I beg to express
te you and the body over which you preside my grateful
acknowledgments.

Actuated at all times by an earnest solicitude for the
growing and permanent interests of Philadelphia, I have
sought to the utmost of my abilities to serve my consti¬
tuents by a faithful discharge of the duties of my station.
If re-electcd* these efforts shall not be abated | and 1
pledge myself that they shall be joined to an unfailing
vigilance against all inroads and innovations which may
have for their objeot a weakening of the rights which the
Constitution secures to every oitixen of the United States,
and which render our common country an asylum for
those who are objects of persecuting intolerance or are
sufferers under the iron heel of relentless despotism.
Be pleased to convey to the members of the Convention

the assurances of the profound respect with which I have
the honor to be their and your friend and fellow-eiticen,

JOS. R. CHANDLER.
Te Thomas Skowdrw, Esq.,

President Whig Convention 2d Congressional district.

The mails continue to furnish cold comfort for
the famine makers, either as regards the erops at

home or abroad. The crops in England and through¬
out Europe generally prove to be unusually abun¬
dant. The London Times, in a leader on this sub¬
ject, says:

" From this harvest to the next there can be no

doubt that the difference in the price of wheat com¬

pared with that in the previous twelve months will
be at least 20s. a quarter in favor of the public,
whicb, on the whole consumption, will amount to a j
boon of twenty-five millions of pounds to that body
on wheat alone, besides corresponding relief in other
grain. Even the cost of the war sinks to a trifle
compared with this bounty from the Bkies; and, I
notwithstanding all the lavish expenditure incurred,
we now stand hotter prepared for war by some

twenty millions than a twelvemonth ago." {

"ALL PARTIAL EVIL UNIVERSAL GOOB."

The Greytown affair, apeording to public report,
is to verify the dictum of tho poet, by accelei^tiug a

general aud final settlement of the long-standing
Central American difficulties. That affaff was
" evil" enough and " small" enough certainly, and
if the Secretary of State has managed to turn his
own error to any good account ho will prove him¬
self very clever or very lucky, and we shall |>e wil¬
ling to give him full credit for it, besides having
our confidence strengthened in the philosophy of the
poet. Tho story we alludo to is found in the fol¬
lowing letter of the intelligent Washington corre¬

spondent of the Journal of Commerce :

Wasiiinuton, Sbftkmbek J5.
I have reason to believe that tke Central American

question is about to be settled between the United Spates
and Great Britain in a manner mutually satisfactory.
The Greytown affair had served the good purpose^ ex¬

pediting an adjustment. The principles of adja»raent
are agreed upon here. As Mr. C*akptox is a shy diplo¬
matist, and was greatly annoyed at the exposure of the
treaty which he made with Mr. Wibster, (which expo¬
sure was the cause of its failure,) it is to be hoped that
the particulars of the new project will not be premature¬
ly divulged. Of course the British Government is yet to
be oonsulted on the subject of the project. The inter¬
ests of both Governments require a speedy adjustment of
the Bubject. Of courso the arrangement will include an

indemnity for the destruction of property of British sub¬
jects at Greytown.
On Saturday, September 2d, two hundred and

fifty emigrants, on their way to Nebraska, passed
through St. I*ouis.

TIIE LATE RIOT AT NEWARK.
The lion. Rodman M. Paxes, Governor of New Jersey,

has issued his proclamation, offering six hundred dollars
reward for the discovery of the person who killed John
McCarthy in the recent riot, and also a reward of three
hundred dollars for the apprehension aud conviction of
each and every person or persons employed in aiding or

abetting in breaking into or destroying the property of
the German Catholic Church. The proclamation con¬

cludes as follows:
" It should be to all citizens of New Jersey a subject

of deep regret and mortification that a holy sanctuary Las
been ruthlessly invaded in the usually well-ordered city
of Newark ; and in view of the dangerous and disastrous
consequences likely t^esult from an offence so humiliat¬
ing and ho subversive of tho peace and good order of «o-

ciety, and so violative of the Christian respect, estima¬
tion, and sacred reverence entertained by our citiiens for
the house dedicated to tho worship of Almighty God aid
the principles of free religious toleration recognised by
our constitution and laws, I do hereby enjoin all magis¬
trates aud other officers entrusted with the execution jf
the laws to bo vigilant iu detecting and bringing to pun¬
ishment all such offenders; and I invoke all good citizens
to cultivate, by examples of moderation and forbearance,
a feeling of order and harmou^ in the community."

NORTHERN- MEXICO.
The Brownsville (Texas) " Flag" of the 2d instant hits

the following account of another conflict between the Ia-
surgents and Government troops at Victoria:

" We are in possession of reliable information from the
camp of the Insurgent army, which states that there hud
been another bloody engagement between the Insurgents
and the Government forces before the city of Victoria.
From what we oan learn it seems that Governor de la
Garza was besieged in Victoria by a regular force of 2,000
men.- The besiegers charged the breastworks of the be*
sieged wiefc. thoughts of an easy Victory. The ntuntara
within the breastworks were not exceeding six or seven
hundred men. The different chargoewero mO(e upon
triple entrenchments, and each (IflPRMI'fH'
pulsed with heavy loss. The Insurgent statea|(|Hp|$
mates the loss in killed and wounded, on the pflQpVNp,
enemy, at four hundred, and we are told that the dWcert
of the regulars themselves* acknowledge a loss of one
hundred and sixty men. The fight, we are informed,
continued for three days, when, on the night of the third
day, the Insurgents, having exhausted their ammunition
and being out of provisions, abandoned the city. This
they were allowed to do without opposition, taking with
them all their artillery save two pieces of heavy calibre,
which could not be removed, and which they spiked. In
these engagements some eight or ten officers are said to
have been killed or disabled; and among the killed the
gallant Lieutenant Colonel Lamadrid, of the regiment of
Tres Villas. The I06S on the side of the Patriots is said
to have been very trifling."
The alleged smuggling on board of the United States

sloop-of-war Saratoga, upon investigation, turns out not
to have been very extensive. A large proportion of the
artiolea are mere ouriosities, whioh were picked up by Ihe
seamen in China and Japan, and consist of idols, imagts,
rare boxes, and feather ornaments of little value, and not
Bubject to impost laws, even if brought hither in a mtr-
chant vessel. It is true that a few shawls, four fur robts,
a couple of pieces of grass-cloth and silk were discover¬
ed ; but thus far the owners art not known. It is the
opinion of the revenue officers that the commissioned offi¬
cers of the sloop-of-war are free from all suspicion. Se¬
veral of them invited the strictest examination of their
trunks, and indeed aided in the searoh of tho vessel. A
law of 1846 provides "that no offioer or other person con¬

nected with the navy of the United States shall, under
any pretence, import in any ship or vessel of the United
States any goods, wares, or merchandise liable to the
payment of any duty." Thus it will be observed that
goods liable to the payment of duty brought here in a

Government vessel oannot be entered at the custom-house,
but must be confiscated..Motion Courier.

Abmy Orders..On Saturday last General Clakk re¬

ceived a despatch from Washington requiring him to
oonoentrate the Sixth Regiment at Jefferson Barracks
for an early start for California. The communication
was brief, and limited to the simple order for immediate
preparation..St. Ijouit Democrat of \2lh.

Natal..It is said that the U. S. ship Independence,
getting ready for the Pacifio, has lost eighteen of her
men by desertion. These men received two months' pay
in advance (thirty-six dollars) when they enlisted for the
service. The only punishment they receive, if arrested,
is to be put in irons on the receiving ship North Carolina
for a certain period. Some of the refractory say they
prefer this punishment to duty in the Pacific.
Commander Boctwell, who has been for some in com¬

mand of the naval rendezvous in Baltimore, has been
ordered to the command of the John Adams, now getting
ready for sea at Boston. She is destined for the Pacific.
The U. S. storeship Relief is now fully loaded with

provisions and olothing for the officers and crews of the
vessels of the Brazil squadron. She is detained, how¬
ever, for some machinery for tho steamer Water Witoh,
now at tho River La Plata. South Amerioa. The machi¬
nery is daily expected here from Washington, and the
ship will 8*il as soon as it is put on board.

SATtmn..This beautiful object, with its multiple rings,
equatorial belts, and octave of satellites, is now visible in
the eastern quarter of the heavens, after ten o'clock P.
M., any clear evening. The telesoope exhibits to the
4yeits southern pole just grazing the main division be¬
tween the brighter rings, while its north pole is ooncealed
tehind the opposite section of its ciroular attendant It
ft not far from its maximum annular separation. Every
evening it rises about four minutes earlier..Albany, our.

The Tear..A race came off on the National Course,
Kong rIsland, on Thursday, between the Virginia horse
.jOne-Eyed Joe" and the Kentucky celt "Garrett Davis."
tiree mile race for $4,000. The betting was very heavy,

Ikd from $25,000 to $80,000 depended upon the result,
entucky was pitted against Virginia, and a good deal of

Aate feeling enlisted. The raoe was easily won by One-
lyed Joe, who took the lead on the first heat and was not
headed. On the seoond heat Garrett Davis led off, but
<as pasted on the last mile by his competitor, who won
the race in 6.58.

THE LATE MA8SSACRE ON TIIE PLAINS.

In the St. Louis papers of the 12th instant we

have the horrible particulars of the late massacre of a

detachment of United States troops near Fort Lara¬
mie. It is evident that the regular force in that
region is altogether insufficient for either of offence or

defence, and Congress will incur a weighty responsi¬
bility if it again neglects to comply with the Execu¬
tive recommendation to strengthen it.

FROM TIIB ST. LOUIS REPUBLICAN.

Authentic details of the liattle at Sarpy's Point.
Defeat oj the Troopsfrom Fort Laramie.Gov¬
ernment goods captured.Store pillaged.

Saepx'h Point, Nebraska Territory,Eight miles E. of Fort Laramie, Aug. 21, 1864.
Sir: Au affair has happened here between the soldiers

and the Indians which ought to be properly noticed bythe United Gtates Government. Having been an eye-wit¬
ness to the battle, I consider it my duty to furnish a strict
account of it and its cauncs.
"In the first j'iace, on the 17th August, % train of Mor-
mens passed thin place. The Indians, who were en-
cunpea here waiting for their payment from Government,
hi.1 no provisions, and were of course anxious for some¬
thing to eat. As the Blormons were passing a lame cow,
belonging to a man in the rear of the Mormon train, be¬
came frightened and ran into the Indian camp. The
Mormon left the cow behind, and so one of the Indians, a
Minnecosha, shot it down> and with his companions ate
it up. The Mormons then went to the Fort and reported
that the Indians had killed one of their cows.
JOn the 19th, about two o'clock in the afternoon, Lieut.

Grattas, with a command of tweniy-seven soldiers, and
Augubte Lucien, interpreter, arrived hero to arrest the
Indian who had killed the-cow. I accordingly sent for
the chiefs to go with the lieutenant and make the arrest..
They accompanied him, but the Indian was net willing to
give himself up. saying that he would die first. While
the Bear Chief of the Wa/aiies was standing, with three
other chiefs, the Little Thunder, the Big Partisan, and
the Man who is afraid of his Horses, among the soldiers,
the lieutenant ordered his men to fire. They did so, and
wounded the B«ar Chief and his brother. But ope round
was fired, when the Indians in turn charged, and succeed¬
ed in routing the soldiers and killing all of them with the
exception of one private, who is not expected to recover.
Lieat. Grattan and two of his men were killed while stand¬
ing by their cannon, the lieutenant receiving twenty-four
arrows, one of which passed through his head. As soon
as the soldiers saw their commander fail they took to
flight, but wero all killed within half a mile of this place.
The Ogalallah camp was about one mile distant, and a
white mau named Lefroy Iott was staying there at the
time. Being a Siour interpreter, the chiefs requested
him to stay between the camps.to prevent the young men
from charging on the soldiers, but he could not succced,
and barely cscaped with his life. * * * *

After the battle the Chiefs came in pjy house, and said
that, as the young nen had killed ull the soldiers that
had ceme to figkt them, they would now go and slaughter
the rest of tho soldiers at the fort, burn all the houses,
aud kill all the whites on the river. But I told the
Chiefs to stop them from so doing, ^assuring them that,
since the soldiers had commenced the quarrel, it would
be overlooked by Government. But they then rushed
in the house, and demanded of me to give them every
thing that they wanted. To save our lives I gave them
every thing that I had in my store, to the amount of
two thousand dollars. The next day they went to the
post of the American Fur Company, took all the goods
that were' 6ent to them by Government, and pil'.aged the
store. The situation of the traders and of Fort Laramie
is perilous in the extreme. I was requested by the com¬
mander of the fort to bury the dead soldiers, since he had
not men enough to detach a party lor that service, and I
succeeded in doing bo.
As far as I know any thing about Indians, I think that

our Government ought to send five hundred mounted men,
veteran troops, to keep the Indians in subjection and one
oompany of infantry to guard the fort. The Indians in
'the recent battle, after killing all the soldiers, brojwUigur

Zud'ans, fiPfc just the name as putting thetn lqfa?
ts to ba shot at. Thero were about one thousand
ans in the battWi Yours, truly,

JAMBA BOBDSAU,
per Samuel Smith.

Copy of a Letter from the Commander of Fort
Laramie to James Jiordcatt.

Fort La»ami«, Nehkaska. August 20, 1854.
8ie : Your letter of the 19th has been received by me,

and in reply I say that 1 am unable to take further notice
at present of this unfortunate transaction; and I wish
you to speak to the Bear and other Chiefs with reference
to the matter. Make the best terms with them you can
for the present, for your own safety and the safety of
others likewise unprotected in the country. I wish you
to use all means in your power to procure the restoration
of the bodies of those who have been killed.

Your obedient servant, H. B. FLEMING,'
Second Lieut. Sixth Infantry, Commanding.

ANOTHER ACCOUNT.
The St. Louis Democrat furnishes the particulars of

the same lamentable aJTair, ae derived from Lefkoy Iott,
the Sioux Interpreter mentioned in the preceding letter.
The two accounts agree in all essential particulars. That
of Mr. Iott, however, enters more into detail concerning
what took place previous to the conflict. He says :

" Lieut. Fleming, when the story of the lost cow was
told to him, at oncc sent for the head chief of the Sioux,
(Matteiowan, the Bear,) and demanded that the Minne-
oongou Indian should be delivered up. Matteiowan in¬
formed him that if he would send a file of soldiers he
would endeavor to have the Indian surrendered. Lieut.
Fleming then ordered out Lieut. Grattan with twenty-
two men, and the United States Interpreter, Auguste
Lucien, to accompany the Sioux chief to the Minnnecon-
gou village, which was situated some nine miles below
the Fort, near ' Bordeau's House.' The Lieutenant with
his command marched down, taking with him two six-
pounders and planted them in tho Wazhazie camp, where
the Indian in question was lodged. Matteiowan then went
into the village and demanded the Indian, but the chiefs
would not listen to him. They told him that they would pay
for tho cow, or they would replace it, or they would leave
the matter to be settled by the Agent when he came, but
that they would rather bo killed themselvep than give np the
Indian. Matteiowan returned, made his statement to Lieut
Grattan, told him if he wanted the Indian he would have
to go and kill him, as he was unable to get him, and then
returned to the Sioux camp. Lieut. Grattan replied that
if there was any killing to be done he would attend to
that matter, and aooordinglv immediately ranged his
pieces of artillery and commenced firing upon the village.
Three or four muskets were also fired at the same time,
but the only result was to knook the top off one of the
lodges, and to wound Matteiowan and his brother, who
were standing in front.the former with three balls, the
latter with one. So soon as the troops fired the Indians
returne<Ut, and poured upon them a shower of arrows.
The first aischarge killed Lieut. Grattan, who was stand¬
ing by the side of the cannon. As soon as he fell his
command at once lost heart and attempted to fly, leaving
their cannon, arms, and every thing else. The Sioux
then charged upon the flying soldiers, and shot and toma¬
hawked every man of them save one, who made his es¬

cape by taking down a ravine, and thus getting out of
sight The tragedy oocurred on the afternoon of the
19th of August, and it was not until the next morniug
that the news of it reached the Fdrt."
Nothing further has been heard from the Fort at the

present time, and it would seem that the report that
the Sioux had surrounded Laramie is sot confirmed.
As to their taking it, (the Republican says,) that is not
regarded as very probable by those best acquainted with
its situation. The Indians may invest it, but, as it is well
knowu that they are never provided with provisions, &c.
for such an undertaking, they must fail unless they can
fire the Fort This they cannot do. They may burn the
soldiers' quarters and the outside buildings, but the
troops can retreat to the Fort, which contains all the
commissary stores, and there defend themselves. The
Fort is an adobe building, with walls three feet thick
large enough to aooommodate all the whites, and impreg¬
nable against all the assaults of the Indians. In any
ivent they are safe enough, and the Indians are much
mere likely to starve out than the occupants of the Fort jGlen. Clakx has ordered some troops from Fort Riley to
the relief of Fort Laramie. ¦'

LETTER FROM HON. WILLIAM DUER.

It is due to the high character of the writer of
the subjoined letter, and to his ability, indepen¬
dence, and standing as a former Representative in
Congress, that we give to it a place in our columns.

Letter from, Hon. Wm. Duer, of California, in reply
to an Invitationfrom Citizent of Osicego to a Public Dinntr.

OiwKao, Wednesday, Sept. 6, 1854.
Gentlemen : I have had the pleasure to receive your

letter of the l»t instant, inviting me, on behalf of my old
personal and political friends, to a public dinner, at such
time as may »uit my convenience, prior to my departure
from this place. «

,
.

I came hero, gentlemen, to mingle and converse with
my old neighbors and friends, and I have had great plea¬
sure in doing so. You will, 1 trust, pardon me if I de¬
cline the more formal testimony which you tender to me
of your esteem. You hate already conferred upon me

more honors than I deaarve, and I need noeticw proof of
your regard, the remembrance of which I shall carry
with me whereve* »j lot may be v*t
You have expressed your appi bation bf tay course as

your Representative in Congress. It wae my fortune,
for I will not say misfortune, to represent y»u at a time
when questions were pending.sectional questions.which
deeply, agitated the passions of men and affected in the
highest degree the welfare of the Republio. I may have
erred in the course I pursued ; but so far as a man can

know his own heart, and I am not unaccustomed to ana¬

lyse my motives, I am quite unconscious that I was in-
fluenced in any degree whatever by passion, prejudice,
or party feeUng, or any personal or selfish object. 1
acted as seemed to me best for our common country ; and
there is no part of my life to which now, after an inter¬
val of some years, I look back with more satisfaction, or

I may say self-esteem.
When the Compromises of 1850 were passed there was

at first great dissatisfaction in portions ot the North.
That dissatisfaction was founded in error, was unieason-

abl'e, and could not last. If there was ground ot com¬

plaint any where it was at the South and not at the
North Of the whole country acquired from Mexico, to
which may be added that portion of Oregon to which
Great Britain relinquished her title by-the treaty ot_ Wash¬
ington the South obtained no part whatever lor her fa-Siiutulion. la e.erj mot. of th.t Y.t ttrrtor,
slavery was prohibited by positive law: in Oregon by act
of Congress, in California by the act of the people in

forming their State constitution, and in New Mexico and
Utah by the old Mexican laws, which continued in torce
till repealed, and which both Houses of Congress "press-
lv refused to repeal. The non-intervention of 18oU was

non-intervention with anti-slavery laws; laws prohibit-)
irtg slavery were put or left in force every where in every
particle of territory of the Unitsd States (the Indian Ter¬
ritory excepted) without the bounds of a State; and it
seems to me not an argument, but an insult to the under-
stauding to maintain that the principle of that settlement]
demands the removal of barriers to the introduction ot
Hlaverv. Well, gentlemen, in addition to this, a large
portion of Texas was ceded to the United States and an¬

nexed to New Mexico, and thus practically converted
from .lave into free territory. It is true the title of r«as
was disputed. Take it that it was doubtful, still it was
something Rained by the North; but It has always been
my strong conviction that under tbe joint resolution ofannexation and the subsequent treaty with Mexico the
title of Texas to the boundaries claimed by her constitu¬
tion and running westward to the Rio Grande could not
be disputed by 6he Federal Government. But let that
pass To offset this what was there ? The Fugitive Slave
Law' an ill-considered measure, containing some very ob¬
jectionable features, which I do not approve which l
never approved, but which when paw«4I thought it btt-
Ur to submit to as a ofAfU^l

ihetfecitiion df thvjBcpreitfB Court cMtiC Cm?
nimnlv the di*ch'--E« ot . constitution! duty;

from being any great boon to the South-dt8I° think it would not have been difficult to devise a
effective i. practice, .»d to rtichye® Option could have been interposed by thoso

who acknowledge their obligations under the Constitution.
Gentlemen, when I was in Congress I learnt some

things, as I should have been very dull not to, which I
did not know before ; and among the rest that there was
a strong party in several Southern States, notinconsider-
able in numbors, but more formidable from their talents,
position, and untiring perseverance withwhom tbe dis¬
solution of the Union and establishment of a Southein
Confederacy was a darling project. I indeed knew that
there were such men before, but I had greatly under¬
rated their numbers and power. most Nortllern
men, I had thought that the idea of a dissolution of the
Union was entirely chimerical. I eamo to think other¬
wise, and to believe that it was a great and real danger.I though the men to whom 1 have referred had never sue-

ceeded, except in a single State, in rallying a majority to
the support of their views, yet there seemed to me proba¬
bility that the day might come when they would do so.
Indeed if the quarrel about slavery was nover to cease,
the result would be an animosity, and at length a sec¬
tional hatred, which would make the Union a curse and
dispose all men to seek its dissolution. Such were my
opinions; and therefore, being a friend to the Union, I
¦ought to avert this danger. I sought for a settlement of
sectional controversies that should be permanent and
final . not a mere truce, but peace. * Seeing that circum¬
stances had determined the controversy in favor of the
North, I was willing that, in point of form, the settlement
should be in accordance with the wishes of the South.
Therefore 1 was willing to waive the Wilmot Pr0.°- Jdid not wi«h to push bravo men to the wall. I aid not
wish to wound the pride or hurt the feelings of the South.
I desired no Northern victory, no Northern supremacy,
but that we might lire honorably as equals under the
Constitution, believing that such Union only could be
lasting or was desirable. I earnestly desired, I may say
I longed, for the restoration of harmony and kind feelings
between the members of the Confederacy and the citiiens
of all the States. To attain that result I was willing to
contribute my mite; I was willing to smother resentments
to humble my pride, to expose myself to the aspersions of
enemies and the misunderstanding of friends. Such a
settlement I thought we had obtained. I was not indeed
so sanguine as to hope that sectional controversy would
n»vtr be renewed; but I believed we should have peace,
a long peace. I was willing to contribute my m. e. Oc¬
casional quarrels the Union can stand ; perpetual agita¬
tion on the subject of slavery I fear it cannot stand ; and
that is a trial to which it seems now likely to bo exposed.
Gentlemen, you have invited me to address you on

"subjects of political and national concern;' you will
not, therefore, I trust, consider mo intrusive if, as an old
friend, who has no more favors to ask or expcct from
you, but whoso heart is full of gratitude for the past IIdtr a few words of counsel and advice. I supposed that
I with others North and S<mth, had entered into an

agreement to abide by the compromise measures of 1860
»ud to abstain from agitation on the subject of slavery.
I supposed that there was an agreement, a treaty to that
effect, between the North and the South, consummated
and ratified by the action of the Conventions of the great
political parties into which the nation is divided, tor
one, 1 believe that there Is nothing earthly that could
have induced mc to violate that compact. But the com¬

pact is broken, grossly and palpably, and the South is

responsible for the breach. Gentlemen, you keenly re¬
sent this violation of faith. This does not surprise me.
I cannot blamo you. Indeed, I do not see how any
Northern man can do otherwise, >f he have either the
feelings of a gentleman or the spirit of a freeman. I do
not ask you to repress an indignation which appears to
mc as inst as it is natural; hut I ask you to restrain it
within bounds which may make it effective, and at the
same time prevent it as far as possible from doing mis_chief You have been advised to abandon the Whig
party and to unite with Abolitionists and such Democrats
as may be willing to join you, for the purpose of forming
a new party whose ouly principle shall be opposition toslavery! Such a party must of course bo purely sec¬
tional. Every Southern State and every Southern man
would be necessarily exoluded from it. It wotld be a

union within the Union; a union of the North to govera
the 8outh. Nov* such a party might meet with a tern-
Dorary success; under a first impulse, many men would
ao ready to give vent to their indignation through almost
any channel? but I am confident that, it. end would be

defeat, ruin, and disgrace Let as, however, take the
other alternative ; let ns suppose this new party to be
completely successful; that it elects its President and
Vioe President and a majority of members in both
branches of Congress, and tills all its offices with anti-
stavery men ; that it abolishes slavery in the District of
Columbia, apd in all the territories, arsenals, and dock¬
yards of the United States; prohibits the domestic slave
trade ; refuses to admit any new slave State into the
Union, and repeals all laws for the delivery of fugitive
slaves: is there any man in his senses who believes that
the Union could stand such measures under such auspices *
If there be I cannot reason with him. Unless, then, there
has been a provocation, an injury sufficient to call for
the dissolution of the Union, 1 think it better for the
present to take the advice of the Father of his Country
and abstain from the formation of sectional parties. 1
have said that the South is to blame, and so I think; bat
the chief blame is not with the Souths but with the*
which is called " the Democracy." It has been put to
such uses as it was capable of being put to. Great !».
Diana of the Ephesians! As to Southern Whig?, with
most of them the fruit has been weakness and want of
courage. 1 know now the value of Hkmry Clat. If be
had lived this would not have happened. I can see
nothing, my friends, that is wiser or better for us to «k*
than to adhere to the old. Whi£ party.to the prl^d^ee .

the organisation, u..d *he na r of the V^tiotul. < 'joa(i>
tutional Whig par'' 'I (be Un;.te<l Slates. That is the
party to whioh I have always beSnged. I am not asham¬
ed of it; and eo long as It has a flag tljing I will never
desert it.
One word more, and I have done. The Whigs of New

York have been advised fl might use a stronger term) by
u Convention recently held at Saratoga to adopt as a prin¬
ciple that no more slave States shall be admitted into the
Union. Now, it is, I believe, generally admitted that
each State may establish or prohibit slavery at its plea¬
sure, and that the General Government has no power
whatever over slavery within the several States. But it
may be said that Congress has a discretionary power to
admit or refuse admission to a new State, and that, eo»-
sequently, having power to reject altogether, it may im¬
pose terms as a condition of admission. This argument
assumes the right to refuse admission to new States in al?
cases ; and it is therefore importaut to inquire whether
Congress possesses such power. Mr. John Quincy Adams
was of opinion that it did not. Upon the question of the
admissiou'of Arkansas into the Uuion he said:

" I oinnut, consistently with my vtnse of my obligations a*
a citizen of tho United States, and bound by oath to support,their Constitution, I cannot objcct to tli« admission of Arkan¬
sas into tho Uuion as a slave Stato; I cannot propose or agree
to make it a condition of her admission that a Convention »5'
her people shall expunge this article from tho Constitution-
She is entitled to admission as a slave State, as Louiriana, anti
Mississippi, and Alabama, and Missouri have been admitted,
by virtue of that article in the treaty for tho acquisition *t
Louisiana which secures to the inhabitants of the coded terri¬
tories all the rights, privileges, and immunities of tho original
ritisens of tho United Slates, and stipulates for their admis¬
sion, conformably to that principle, into the Union."
Now, the treaty with Mexico, by which California and

New Mexico were acquired, contains a clause in tbeTetywords of that to which Mr. Adams refers'in the treaty for thie
acquisition of Louisiana. There is a similar stipulation,
but in language still more explicit, in the joint resolution
annexing Texas. Now, without arguing or even express¬
ing an opinion upon this question, 1 submit whether it be
worth while to adopt a principle which would exclave
Mr. Adams, if alive, from the Whig party apon the ground
of his not being sufficiently anti-slavery. I should re¬
gard the repeal of the fugitive slave law and of all fugi¬
tive slave ltiws us a less ultra and dangerous measure;
for the fugitive slave law involves, it is true, a constitu¬
tional right, but one that is of little practical conse¬
quence, while the course proposed involves a constitu¬
tional principle of immense value, both as respects the
rights of property and the distribution of political power.I have no idea that any suoh principle will or can be prao-tically enforced; and I regard it not only as discredit¬
able, but as a very feeble policy to adopt principles which
cannot be carried out, since in sach case the triumph of
a party is apt to involve its dissolution or decay. If the
North would content itself to adopt as a temporary meet-

rte(.ui> by apnaaiag {S» aUYery prohibition to anyT>T»*&
the admission of a slave State, if, from other territory, it
would steer a course which would probably be clear ef
constitutional objection and successful in practice.

I have been unconsciously led to enlarge somewhat ap¬
on matters to which I intended to hint in the briefest
manner. I have had some averseness since I have been
among you to speak or write upon political matters; for
political discussions arc apt to beget heatk and differen¬
ces, and that is what I have desired to rtvoid; for I do
net know that I shall ever again look upon this country,
to which I am strongly attached, where I have passed the
best days of my life and been treated much better than I
deserved, and I wish to part in kindness with all. Thin,
so far as I am concerned, I can easily do; for the few
differences I have had have not been bitter, and it is net
one of my many faults to retain malice. To you, ray
personal and political friends, who have stood by me in
some trials when I needed friends and never failed mo w
any emergency, I seek in vain for words to express the
emotions with which I bid you farewell.

Your faithful friend, WM. DUER-

THE SICKNES8 IN THE ALLIED ARMY.

FROM THE LONDON TIMES OF SEPTEMBER 2.
No man can have read without the deepest sorrow ud

regret the painful details transmitted to us from tlio Kaa&
of the ravages inflicted by cholera on the gallant forces
which so recently left our shores flushed with expecta¬
tions of enterprise and viotory.for, in the dismal aa-i
sanguinary annals of war, no page is more affecting than
that which relates the fall of men of strength and volar
before the breath of an unseen foe.and spends those nobhs
lives which were freely tendered for the honor of then-
country upon the rank air of a pestilent encampment <tr
the unhealthy coast of some inhospitable land. MaBjr
arc already the names of those who have sunk in a few
hours from positions of the highest promise in the Bri¬
tish army into obscure graves, and the aspect of this dis¬
ease has done more to depress the spirit of the troof«than the severest perils they could have encountered ha
the presence of the enemy. Indeed, the dying thoughtof these brave men that they were perishing without hav¬
ing set foot on the shore they had hoped to invade and
conquer added a fresh pang to the loss of life itself, ant}
greatly augments the sorrow with which this intelligentis received throughout their native land. Suffering tra¬
der this terrible dispensation of Providenoe, which ap¬
pears to be as universal in its appearauce among us m it
is fatal in its effccts, we are not disposed to augment tka
pain occasioned by these events by an attempt to impntablame to the arrangements under whick tbey have takwn
place. In some instances it is but too evident that placaa
of encampment which had been selected for the luxu¬
riance of the vegetation and the convenience of water
about them have proved eminently fatal; but the ship*
at sea, the crews of which live by rule and escape th»
temptations and vioissitudes of diet fcnd climate by land*
have suffered as severely as the regiments, and some of
them have lost as many as one-tenth of their seamen u4
marines. Both by sea and land the French foroes hava
suffered in a larger proportion than our own, showingthat the diet and natural constitution of an Englishman
enable him somewhat better to resist the poisonous in¬
fluence of the tainted atmosphere, and that the precaa-
tions tuken in our service for the preservation of health
are not surpassed by those of any other country. Thia
curse fell upon our men in a manner which no foresight
could avoid and no skill prevent. Even after the vesuela
bad put to sea to change the air of the coast one of oar
correspondents relates that a blast of hot air from th*
land seemed to have struck them at one particular mo¬
ment on the afternoon of the 14th of August, after which
many of the stoutest hands on board sickcned and died,medicine being* of no avail. This dreadful trial, how¬
ever, lasted but a short time. The plague seemed to hava
passed over them as it came, in the air, and by the last
accounts the sickness was decreasing as rapidly as it had
commenced.
Potatoes in Ireland..The Belfast Mercury says that

"the magnitude of the crop for 1854 is ccrtainly vwjrmuch beyond that ever before kdown in this coux.tr/.Taking a low average, we should say that the gross valaa
of Ireland's potato lands this season cannot bo under
£15,000,000." Ireland contains now not more than six
millions and a half of inhabitants, and the potato cnf»for the present year is estimated to be worth seveuty mil¬
lions of dollars, or rather more than ten dollars for each
man, woman, and child.


